Advent Service
Fr George will be available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the confessional at the rear of the
church during the service.
Please stand when the conductor indicates.
Once in Royal David’s City
SOLO
Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
CHOIR
He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.
CONGREGATION
And through all his wondrous childhood,
He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.
For he is our childhood's pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew:
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.
CHOIR
And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.
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CONGREGATION
Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned
All in white shall be around.
Please sit for the reading
First Reading (A parent)
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on those who live in a land of
deep shadow a light has shone. You have made their gladness greater, you have made their
joy increase; they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy
when they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his
shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian. For all the
footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, and consumed by fire. For there is a
child born for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the
name they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for the throne of David and for his royal
power, which he establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity. From this time
onwards and for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Please stand

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

CONGREGATION
O come, O come, Emmanuel!
Redeem thy captive Israel,
That into exile drear is gone
Far from the face of God’s dear Son.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
CHOIR
O come, thou Branch of Jesse! Draw
The quarry from the lion’s claw;
From the dread caverns of the grave,
From nether hell, thy people save.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, O come, thou Day spring bright!
Pour on our souls thy healing light;
Dispel the long night’s ling’ring gloom,
And pierce the shadows of the tomb.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Lord of David’s Key!
The royal door fling wide and free;
Safeguard for us the heav’nward road,
And bar the way to death’s abode.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
CONGREGATION
O come, O come, Adonaï,
Who in thy glorious majesty
From that high mountain clothed with awe
Gavest thy folk the elder law.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
Please sit for the reading

Second Reading (A Lower School Pupil)
Genesis 22:15-18
An angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says
the Lord, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will
indeed bless you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand
which is on the seashore. And your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies, and
by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice.”

O Holy Night (Cedars Voices)
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Third Reading (A member of staff)
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David;
and the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is
with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind what sort
of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favour with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High;
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since I have no husband?” And the angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

Zion Hears the Watchmen’s Voices (Cedars voices + String ensemble)

Fourth Reading (A governor)
Luke 2:1-14
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!
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Coventry Carol (Year 7 choir)

Ding Dong Merrily on High (Cedars voices)

Fifth Reading (Deputy Head Boy)
Matthew 2:1-12
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of
the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it was written by the prophet: ‘And you,
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in
the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshipped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

Please stand

O Little Town of Bethlehem

CONGREGATION
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight
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O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary;
And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
CHOIR
How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters in.
CONGREGATION
O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.

Please sit for the reading
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Sixth Reading (Headmaster)
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God; and all things were made through him, and without him was
not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear
witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him
not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
Please stand
Hark the Herald Angels Sing
CONGREGATION
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th'angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.
CHOIR
Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.
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CONGREGATION
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.
Please remain standing until the start of Benediction
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Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
It is customary for the congregation to kneel during benediction
O salutaris Hostia,
Quae caeli pandis ostium:
Bella premunt hostilia,
Da robur, fer auxilium.
Uni trinoque Domino
Sit sempiterna gloria,
Qui vitam sine termino
Nobis donet in patria.
Amen.
If ye Love me – Tallis

(Schola Cantorum)

After a short period of silent prayer, the priest will intone:
Tantum ergo Sacramentum
Veneremur cernui:
Et antiquum documentum
Novo cedat ritui:
Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.
Genitori, Genitoque
Laus et iubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque
Sit et benedictio:
Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudatio.
Amen.
V. Panem de caelo praestitisti eis.
R. Omne delectamentum in se habentem.
Oremus: Deus, qui nobis sub sacramento mirabili, passionis tuae memoriam reliquisti:
tribue, quaesumus, ita nos corporis et sanguinis tui sacra mysteria venerari, ut redemptionis
tuae fructum in nobis iugiter sentiamus. Qui vivis et regnas in saecula saeculorum.
R. Amen.
The Benediction is given
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The Divine Praises
Blessed be God.
Blessed be His Holy Name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most Holy.
Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her Glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the Name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.
Blessed be St. Joseph, her spouse most chaste.
Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints.
After the Blessed Sacrament has been repositioned in the tabernacle, please stand as the priest
intones:
Ant. Adorémus in aetérnum sanctissimum Sacraméntum.
Ps. Laudáte Dóminum, omnes gentes; Laudáte eum omnes pópuli. Quóniam confirmáta est
super nos misericórdia ejus; et véritas Dómini manet in aetérnum.
Glória Patri et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, et in
saécula saeculórum. Amen.
Ant. Adorémus in aetérnum sanctissimum Sacraméntum.
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Recessional Hymn
Congregation stands
O Come, all ye Faithful
CONGREGATION
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the King of angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, Begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
CHOIR
See how the shepherds,
Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
CONGREGATION
Lo! star-led chieftains,
Magi, Christ adoring,
Offer him incense, gold and myrrh;
We to the Christ Child
Bring or hearts’ oblations:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,

__________________________________________________________________________________
12

O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
CHOIR
Child, for us sinners
Poor and in the manger,
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
Who would not love thee,
Loving us so dearly?
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!
CONGREGATION
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation.
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God In the highest:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
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